POLICY TITLE: ADVANCE DIRECTVES 

POLICY; The Health Center will provide education and information to appropriate patients regarding advance directives. 

A. PURPOSE: 

1. To provide necessary information to allow patients and family members to make decisions about future medical care. 

2. To document the patent’s decisions. 

B. PROCEDURE: 

1. All patients age 60 and over will be given the pamphlet "Your Rights Under the Law.. .Advance Directives Patent Rights and Ethical Concerns" when signing in for annual physical examination. 

2. Patients anticipating hospitalization and those experiencing significant deterioration of physical status will receive this information from the practitioner. 

3. The practitioner will discuss the patent’s intentions at the time of the appointment. 

4. The practitioner will document on the Health Maintenance Check Sheet that the subject was discussed. . 

5. The practitioner will document on the problem list: A No desire for advance directives 

6. Advance Directive filed in chart or verbal instructions received by patent. 

7. Advance Directive forms will be filed in HC charts above the problem list. 

8. Patients who file an Advance Directive in the chart will receive a card indicating name of designated proxy and location of the document. 

9. Practitioner can request transfer of a copy of Advance Directive to be transferred to a patent’s file in the hospital. 

10. Advance Directives are to be followed by emergency personnel only. If a patent is in critical condition at a HC office CPR will be initiated, and Advance Directive information will be given to emergency personnel at the time of transport to emergency facility. 

11. Advance Directives may be initiated or revised at any time by the patent, verbally or in writing. 

