POLICT TITLE: ONGOING ASSESSMENT OF MATERNITY PATIENTS 

POLICY STATEMENT: Pregnant patients will receive thorough and consistent care throughout pregnancy and postpartum 

PROCEDURE: 

A. Purpose 

1. To promote continuity of care throughout pregnancy and postpartum 

2. To provide ongoing risk assessment throughout pregnancy and postpartum

3. To document events of pregnancy and status changes 

B. Steps 

1. Pregnant patients are scheduled for routine prenatal visits every 4 weeks until 24 weeks, then every 2 weeks until 36 weeks, then weekly until term. Additional visits may be scheduled if needed. 
2. Postpartum assessment after discharge from hospital includes home visits in the first week from the Maternal Care Coordinator and physical examination at 6 weeks. A two- week postpartum visit is scheduled at the discretion of the practitioner. 

3. Ongoing risk assessment is performed at each visit. The Prenatal Checklist, Hollister Risk Assessment, and Healthy Beginnings Plus forms are all tools that assist nursing and practitioner staff in assessment and documentation. 

4. Follow up is scheduled within _HC as needed for counseling, smoking cessation, diet counseling, social services, non-stress testing, home visits 

5. Referrals are arranged for other services if indicated, such as childbirth education, parenting classes, genetic counseling and testing, physical therapy 

6. Patients enrolled in the Healthy Beginnings Plus program are case managed by Maternal Care Coordinators and are seen at each visit by the Care Coordinator 

7. Maternity patients who do not keep appointments are followed up by Maternal Care Coordinator to reschedule and/or arrange transportation 

8. At postpartum examination practitioner assesses patient's need for follow-up, assignment of mother and baby to PCP.
