POLICY TITLE: PATIENTS SUSPECTED OF HAVING TUBERCULOSIS 

POLICY STATEMENT: The Health Center will take precautions to avoid / limit the risk 

of the transmission of tuberculosis. 

PROCEDURE:

A. Purpose 

1. To avoid transmission of Tuberculosis to patients and staff. 

B. Steps 

1. Any patient coughing excessively or suspected of tuberculosis must be escorted immediately to a patient exam room closest to the exit doors.

2. A mask must be placed on the patient that covers both the nose and mouth. 

3. Any staff entering the patient room must also be wearing a mask as much any person who comes in contact with that patient 

4. Emotional support must be given. 

5. The practitioner must see the patient immediately to lessen the transmission time. 

6. A rapid diagnosis should be made. If Tuberculosis is suspected, and further testing is required.

a. A clean mask should be put on the patient and they should be escorted out the ambulance entrance. Any family/friends with the patient should also be given masks. 

b. The nurse will take the chart to the cashier. 

c. The room the patient was in will not be used that day and the door will remain closed after spraying Lysol around the room.

d. The nurse will take the patient chart to the cashier. 

e. The State Health Clinic will be notified as per the requirements of the Dept. of Health of any patients with Tuberculosis. 

7. Any questions shall be directed to the Medical Director or Infection Control Nurse. 

