POLICY TITLE: ADMINISTRATION OF TUBERCULIAN TESTS 

POLICY STATEMENT: The Health Center will provide tuberculosis testing for screening and/or to aid in diagnosis and treatment. 

PROCEDURE: 

A. A Purpose 

1. To assess patients for tuberculosis 

B. Equipment 

1. Tuberculin Purified Protein Derivative (PPD). 

2. Tuberculin syringe with a 27 gauge, Y2 inch needle 

3. 2 - Alcohol swabs 

4. Private Pay log book (med. room) 

5. Immunization record sheet (chart)

6. Gloves 

7. Band-Aid 

C. Steps 

1. Log the date, patient name, remaining doses and nurses initials on the appropriate page in the Private Pay logbook. 

2. Cleanse the top of the PPD vial with a alcohol swab 

3. Inject 0.1 ml of air into the vial and invert the bottle 

4. Withdraw 0.1 ml of serum

5. Without removing the needle from the vial, tap the syringe to remove any air bubbles. Push the air bubbles back into the vial and draw up more serum if needed 

6. Remove the needle from the vial and recap the needle 

7. Take the injection into the exam room

8. Identify the patient. If the patient is a minor, have the parent sign on the immunization record in the chart.

9. Apply gloves 

10. Cleanse the selected site on the anterior forearm with an alcohol swab

11. Lay the syringe at a 90 degree angle with the bevel side up 

12. Insert the needle just underneath the skin (intradermaI1y) and inject the serum creating a small wheel. You must repeat this if a wheel fails to form. 13. Instruct the patient not to press or rub the injection area. 

13. Lightly apply a Band-Aid to the injection site. 

14. Discard the needle and syringe in the sharps container

15. Remove gloves and discard in appropriate container 

16. Wash your hands 

17. Document date, age of the patient, manufacturer, lot #, site given and staff initials on the immunization record sheet. 

18. Circle PPD on the encounter form 

19. Schedule patient for a nurse visit PPD check in 2-3 days. 

