Medical Policy

Facility Emergency - Medical

DEFINITION:

1. Emergencies – Any patient or personnel who suffers a life threatening event such as an MI (myocardial infarction); choking episode with respiratory compromise; seizures; or passing out/fainting episode.

2. Code Blue – The center-wide audible code to identify emergencies.

3. 911 – The telephone emergency system number, used to notify outside agency of emergency situations at this center.

PROCESS:
In the event of a medical emergency, the following events are to be immediately implemented:

1. The staff member identifying the emergency will announce, or designate someone to announce, on the telephone intercom system that a “Code Blue” is in progress.  The announcement will include the words “Code Blue,” the general location of the code, the specific location of the code, and the time elapsed from the first announcement.  

For example:  Code Blue, Adults, Room one 15 seconds.

2. The code will be announced every 15 seconds until 60 seconds have elapsed.  At that time the announcer will notify 911 to request an ambulance for patient transport to the hospital unless deemed unnecessary by the physician.  The physician will be the only personnel that may cancel the code.  If there are no physicians present, the 911 number will be called.

3. When the code is announced, all medical personnel including physicians and nurses must report immediately to the announced location and implement emergency measures.  The primary nurse assigned to the respective department will be responsible for the emergency kit.

4. The patient will be transported to the hospital for further evaluation after the patient is stabilized unless stated otherwise by the physician.

