POLICY TITLE: INTERPRETATION OF DIAGNOSTIC TESTING 

POLICY STATEMENT: Diagnostic testing ordered by The Health Center practitioners will be reviewed and interpreted by practitioner staff. 

PROCEDURE: 

A. Purpose 

1. To provide appropriate evaluation and follow-up of diagnostic testing. 

B. Steps 

1. Laboratory testing performed in-house is recorded in the patient chart at the time of testing and is made available to the ordering practitioner prior to discharge of the patient. 

2. Testing performed outside of the Health Center is ordered under tile name of the practitioner. 

3. Test results received from outside of the Health Center are sorted by  name of ordering practitioner and each practitioner receives a folder of test results received that day. 

4. If the ordering practitioner is not scheduled to be in the office, another practitioner reviews that individual's reports. 

5. In reviewing test results, the practitioner indicates on the report one of the following options: 

a) "File" with initials of reviewing practitioner: report requires no further action at that time. 

b) "Pull" with initials of reviewing practitioner: patient's chart is to be pulled for further evaluation or other action to be taken by tl1at practitioner. 

c) Reviewing practitioner initials the report and indicates the initials of the ordering or primary practitioner: the report has been reviewed and requires no immediate action but should be reviewed by the other practitioner. 

6. Reports that are "pulled" are returned to the practitioner, attached to the front of the patient's chart. After further review, the practitioner may then: 

a) Write "File" on the report and return it with chart to Medical Records, 

b) Pursue further action, by contacting the patient directly or by writing instructions in the progress note for nursing staff to carry out. When evaluation is completed, the practitioner writes "File" on the report 

