NORTHWEST MICHIGAN HEALTH SERVICES, INC.

PROTOCOL FOR THE PROVISION OF PRENATAL VITAMINS

PROBLEM:

Pregnant and lactating MFW women frequently seek care at NMHSI locations during a time when a physician or a mid-level provider is not present.  Currently recommended prenatal vitamins require a physician order or prescription.  To require the MFW client to travel great distances in order to return when a physician or mid-level provider is present, or to incur the cost to the agency of referrals to physicians in the community for the provision of a prescription for prenatal vitamins is not in the best interests of the farm worker or the agency.  Therefore, a written protocol authorizing the NMHSI nurse staff to order prenatal vitamins would achieve the objectives of the client and the agency and be in compliance with current standards of care.

ACTION:

Every pregnant and lactating MFW woman who presents for care at a NMHSI clinic site will have Materna Prenatal Vitamins, number #100, take one pill daily ordered for them through a local pharmacy.  In addition, each client will be advised of the necessity of keeping this, and all medication out of the reach of all children in the family or in the migrant labor camp.

Approved for use by NMHSI nursing staff.
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