Dentist Collaboration IM Antibiotics Protocol

Purpose: 
To establish a procedure by which a LSCHC dentist may refer a patient to the medical clinic for a nurse only visit (without a medical provider visit) to have parenteral antibiotics for an emergency dental abscess.

Recipients:  
All Staff of the Lake Superior Community Health Center

Date Written:  January 25, 2008
Date Initiated:  February 15, 2008
Protocol:
1. A patient evaluated by the LSCHC dentist and found to be in need of parenteral antibiotics to treat a dental abscess may be referred by the dentist to the Health Care Access Office and then to the LSCHC medical clinic for an urgent nurse visit.
2. A Lake Superior Community Health Center registered nurse is authorized to provide injectable antibiotics for a dental patient referred by a LSCHC dentist with emergency dental need.

3. Patients who qualify for the RN authorization are as follows:

a. Individual agrees to be evaluated by a Lake Superior Community Health Center registered nurse.

b. Stable medical condition (no other ongoing medical illness with the exception of localized dental abscess).  A patient with chronic serious medical illness such as active hepatitis, renal insufficiency, or other known serious illness will need an appointment with a provider.
c. No bleeding disorder or history of serious reaction to penicillin.

4. Parenteral antibiotics authorized for registered nurse to provide:
a. Not penicillin allergic- Bicillin LA 1.2 million units IM.

b. Penicillin allergic- Rocephin 1 gram IM (if approved by the provider).

5. If pain is a problem, ibuprofen 800 mg every six hours with food may also be suggested by the registered nurse.

6. The nurse will record the date of the office visit, the name and dosage of the antibiotic injected, the name of the referring dentist, and the nurse’s signature in the patient’s chart.

Planned review:  January 2009, Medical Director
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