Pinworms Protocol

Purpose: 
To establish guidelines by which the RN may diagnose and manage a patient with pinworms.

Recipients:  All staff of the Lake Superior Community Health Center

Date Written:  June 25, 2001

Date Initiated:  June 25, 2001
Date Revised:  May 29, 2008
1. If pinworms are suspected, the patient must be referred to SMDC where they will collect a specimen using a SWUBE disposable paddle or be sent home with the SWUBE for collection.
Collection Procedure:

a. The collection must be within the hours of 9 p.m. and midnight or in the morning immediately after rising.

b. Collect the specimen before a bowel movement or bathing

c. Remove the paddle from the tube by holding the cap

d. Separate buttocks and press sticky surface against anal area, using a rocking motion to make as much contact as possible

e. Avoid hand contact with paddle before, during and after collection to prevent contamination and spread of infection

f. Return paddle to tube

g. Label tube with patient name, date and time of collection

h. Bring SWUBE to SMDC 3rd floor hospital lab as soon as possible.  The tube must be kept at room temperature.
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