Poll: Arizona voters support Dream Act

73% back measure allowing citizenship
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[Arizona Republic—Phoenix newspaper]
Three out of four registered voters in Arizona support the Dream Act, according to a new state poll.

The Merrill/Morrison Institute survey indicated that 73 percent of registered voters support the Dream Act -- 45 percent of them strongly.
The measure would allow a select group of undocumented immigrants who came to the United States as minors to become citizens if they attended college or served in the military for two years.

Twenty-two percent of registered voters opposed the Dream Act, and 5 percent had no opinion, the poll said.

The poll said 84 percent of Democrats and 59 percent of Republicans supported the bill, while 12 percent of Democrats and 35 percent of Republicans opposed it. Seventy-seven percent of independents supported the bill, the poll said.
In December 2010, the bill failed to advance in the U.S. Senate despite a push from President Barack Obama.

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney has said he would veto the Dream Act if elected president.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., is leading a GOP effort to introduce a scaled-down version of the Dream Act that would allow undocumented young people to gain legal status but not citizenship.

The survey, based on 488 telephone interviews, was conducted April 10-14 and April 16-20. It had a sampling error of plus or minus 4.4 percentage points.
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