Americans’ Views on Illegal Immigrants
The New York Times/CBS News Poll

[Nearly 2/3 of public support legal status of some type for unauthorized immigrants.] 
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Results from poll conducted May 31-June 3, 2012
Which comes closest to your view about illegal immigrants who are currently working in the U.S.?

1.  Stay and apply for citizenship    43%

2. Required to leave jobs and the U.S.    32%

3.  Stay as guest workers    21%
[Note: This poll has asked similar questions  periodically since Dec. 2007, according to the graphic on web link above, and results in Dec. 07 were fairly similar to  May / June ‘12, with slightly lower %  supporting #1 (Stay/Citizenship) and #2 (Leave), some 38% and 28% respectively, and a higher % in favor of #3 (Stay / Guest Worker) at 28%.  There has been some fluctuation in between Dec. 07 and May/June ’12, but not a great amount.]
Note: While I could not copy and paste the entire graphic and survey results, here are other highlights fm the May/June 2012 poll:

Political party—Relatively small differences among Democrats, Republicans, Independents-- with 60-68% favoring Stay in some manner (Apply for Citizenship or Guest worker), with R’s favoring Guest Worker more than other 2 groups, but even among R’s slightly more favor Apply for Citizenship.  Independents had highest % favoring Leave (38%, vs. 34% among R’s and 27% among D’s). This lack of divergence is surprising, especially among Republicans, as their base is often thought to very hostile to unauthorized immigration.
AGE—Again, clear majority in all ages favor the two Stay options (Apply for Citizenship or Guest Worker, with largest % favoring Citizenship option). Interestingly,  the young (35 and under) and the elderly (65 and over) have highest support for two stay options, 72% and 63%, respectively), while two middle aged groups 36-50 and 51-64 are a bit lower, but not a lot more than elderly (at 61% and 57% respectively). Overall, across 4 age groups support for Stay ranges from 57-72%, with largest share for Apply for Citizenship option. The strong support among elderly is a surprise, as this group is often thought to be most skeptical if not hostile to unauthorized immigrants.
Race and Ethnicity—Only 3 group break down -- White, Black, Hispanic. Again, a lot of support for Stay, most for Apply for Citizenship option, and most strongly so among Hispanics. Whites and Blacks are nearly identical, 64% and 63%, respectively, favoring one of two Stay options, strong plurality in each for Apply for Citizenship option, while only 32% W’s and 30% B’s advocate “Leave” option.  Not Surprisingly, Hispanics are more strongly in favor of the two Stay options, 85% (with 58% in favor of Apply for Citizenship option and 27% for “Stay as Guest Workers option) and only 13% support the “Leave” option. Overall, this is quite interesting, as many observers feel African Americans are more often hostile to immigrants due to labor market competition in Working Class jobs. 

There was no breakdown of data by Socio-Economic Status (SES), Income, or any other social class marker; Nor was there any breakdown of data by Gender, or any other category in this graphic.
Analysis--If this fairly long-running poll on this issue is even close to being accurate (& note most recent one was taken before Obama’s DREAM Act lite version as announced on June 15), it suggests that the often highly charged, controversial topic of unauthorized immigration is not so very controversial after all. There is a clear majority support for unauthorized immigrants being able to remain in the US with legal status in some form, and most favoring an option for applying for citizenship – which is the most “extreme” and difficult-to-pass pro-immigrant facet of immigration reform legislation so long stymied. That this cuts across political affiliation, age, and race / ethnicity is quite remarkable, and it is even more so during a long economic recession (historically times of heightened anti-immigrant sentiment). The American Public seems to be way ahead of their politicos on how to address a supposedly impossible-to-solve-aspect of immigration policy. 
FYI, in wake of Obama’s DREAM Act lite announcement, I read that even prior to its announcement that ¾ of people in Arizona support the Dream Act  [See: http://www.azcentral.com/news/politics/articles/2012/04/26/20120426poll-arizona-voters-support-dream-act.html  ]  -- and Arizona is ground zero for some of most anti-immigrant legislation in country in recent years. So Dream Act is apparently not controversial in the least. And it seems granting some type of legal status to unauthorized immigrants as a whole is has strong majority support (some 64% support either Apply for Citizenship or Temporary Worker option). If this is played right, it can be a winning position and finally real change can happen, given already strong public support for legal status combined with the often mentioned rapid growth of the Latino population (& eventually voting power), especially in key states. This is pretty amazing given the lack of positive information about immigration made available in the media and policy debates – with quite the opposite dominating discourse, in fact. Of course, it is unlikely the issue will be played well by any political party or actors… Still, maybe Obama’s announcement will open the debate and change the direction among all the major players of various political backgrounds. Someone has to recognize the reality at some point and make political gains, though it will take planning and courage to face the likely strong backlash from (a minority) reactionary block and media sympathetic to (sometimes leading) them. Will Lou Dobbs return? 
