2013 MCN Intern Programs
MCN is partnering with Georgetown University (GU) instructors Rosemary Sokas, MD, MOH, a member of MCN’s board of directors, and Laura Anderko, PhD, RN to provide a hybrid internship/ practicum opportunity to six students enrolled in a GU Environmental Justice course (HSCI 419). Offered through the GU School of Nursing and Health Studies, the students’ work with MCN will satisfy the community-based learning component of the course.   As part of the internship, MCN outlined broad research priorities for the students related to pesticides and their effects on health and the environment. The students then selected more targeted research topics within this broad scope on which they will focus their research during the semester. The students will compile annotated bibliographies and share their research findings with MCN. MCN will provide guidance and assistance as needed throughout the semester during the course of their research. The culmination of the students’ research will be a short research paper on their selected topic. 
Biographies for most of the students participating in the program:
Lamar Holmes

Lamar Holmes is a junior at Georgetown University pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Human Science and a minor in Environmental & Occupational Health.  His goal is to attain a career that will combine a desire to assist underserved communities with his love for studying the environment and health.  Growing up in a rural community, he has seen migrant workers come and go. He has shared positive experiences with migrant workers, such as playing pick-up soccer games with them, but has never truly seen firsthand the health disparities that they may have been facing.
David Chen
David’s current degree track is to attain a bachelor’s degree in Human Science through Georgetown University’s School of Nursing and Health Studies.  As for future education plans and career interests, he would like to either acquire an MPH at Columbia University in hopes of ultimately working for the WHO or to go directly into the Foreign Service after graduation.

His interest in studying the health effects of exposure to pesticides, particularly focusing on dose response and the different exposure pathways stems from the fact that he has previously interned at the Bio-defense sector of the New York State Department of Health. This experience of conducting laboratory research with potentially toxic agents has inspired him to gain a novel insight into the causes and effects of pesticides on humans.

Zoe Petropoulos

Zoe is currently a junior at Georgetown University pursuing a major in Environmental Biology and a minor in Environmental & Occupational Health. She hopes to enter the public health sector after graduation, working either at the local or state level, in order to get hands-on experience before applying to an MPH program in Environmental Epidemiology. She hopes to have a career in environmental epidemiology working for the government and may one day pursue a PhD in Toxicology in order to conduct her own research. Zoe’s primary academic/research interests are the health impacts of environmental toxin exposures, particularly the disparities of exposure levels and access to treatment that are related to socioeconomic status. For her, the work at MCN involving pesticide exposures and farmworkers ties in perfectly to her interests because of the focus on environmental health and health disparities.
Danny Goldberg

Danny is a junior at Georgetown University majoring in Healthcare Management and Policy. He plans to devote his career to public service through work with the federal government. Danny hopes to be able to work as a public policy analyst, with a concentration in health law. To accomplish this goal he plans to pursue an MHA or MPP/MPA. For Danny, his interest in learning about migrant workers is grounded in the fact that they are underserved and lack representation. He believes this population of workers could benefit from advocacy on the policy level.
Interns in MCN’s Salisbury, MD, Ferndale, WA, and Austin, TX Offices 

Interns participating in MCN’s programs provide specific project support to MCN’s Environmental and Occupational Health, Bio-Ethics and Health Network programs, just to name a few.  As part of MCN’s internship, interns are provided with select readings that give an overview of the issues pertaining to migration and environmental and occupational health. The reading topics also cover community-based participatory research, guest worker programs, and culturally appropriate popular education. They are given the opportunity to work side by side with knowledgeable migrant health clinicians and benefit from mentoring during their time in the program. 
Kerry Brennan

Kerry graduated from Salisbury University with degrees in Environmental Studies and Spanish.  In 2011, she spent a semester abroad in Ecuador studying Spanish, and recently had the privilege of returning for three weeks as an assistant/translator for a group of nursing students.  For a year, Kerry interned with a company in White Marsh, MD translating materials for the marketing department as well as working with their HR department.  Her experiences both in and out of school have revealed that inequality is reinforced through many different aspects of society.  Kerry feels fortunate to be working for Migrant Clinicians Network where she can link two important personal and career goals; improving the health of our environment while fighting for social equality.  

Spencer May 
Spencer is a senior at Whitman College in Walla Walla, WA. He is doing a senior thesis examining patient-centered family health histories of farmworkers served in Eastern WA. He will interview 300 farmworker families through local community based leaders in an effort to better understand what health concerns, health histories, and health expectations are present in this community. Much of the work done thus far in public health centers on diagnostic information based on clinic visits. This study will view a patient’s perspective of health and illness. This translational research will help us to understand perceptions of morbidity and mortality in the farmworker community and to meaningfully communicate about health and wellness interventions. Spencer is working with Dr. Jennie McLaurin and is seeking an Institute of Translational Health Sciences grant to fund his project.

Simone Benne
Simone is a Harvard University pediatrics resident who is interested in migrant children and issues of hunger. She will be working with Dr. Jennie McLaurin to assess how migrant families access food and the barriers they face to food security.  
Aaron Wood
Aaron has been in medical school in Guadalajara. He has 6 weeks off starting in May and is interested in interning at a clinic but also is keen about working on a project with MCN. He needs to do some sort of research project for residency applications (we find this a lot). He is willing to come to us but would need travel support. He is happy to evaluate clinical outcomes, measures of success, etc., to work on engaging clinicians or start a practice based research group. He is also happy to hear about any EOH needs that may be out there or to work on morbidity/mortality studies. He has several classmates joining him later this year and said a whole cohort could be available for us. MCN has reached out to Vida Y Salud and Frio Regional Hospital in South Texas to see if they have any intern opportunities available for Aaron.  
Asha Nelluvelil 
Asha is a senior at The University of Texas at Austin, studying Human Development and Family Sciences (HDFS). She is working towards being a Physician’s Assistant. She came to MCN through a practicum program in the HDFS department in the School of Human Ecology at UT and will be interning with MCN through the spring 2013 semester. She is working on several projects at MCN, most involving Health Network. Projects include clinic contacts, developing and sending out patient completion forms, creating and using a patient and clinic satisfaction survey, and others. She is very involved as a student at UT, including being a member of the UT Physician Assistant Society. Her unshakable self-motivation and her drive to help others have made her an invaluable team member at MCN.
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