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MCN kicked off our 30" anniversary May 8 with an Austin Open House, celebrated in
typical Austin style. We had a crowd of about 50, including staff, to welcome Marcia
Roth, executive director of the Mary Byron Project of Louisville, Kentucky. In a lovely
ceremony, she presented a plaque to Adrian Velasquez and Del Garcia honoring MCN
with the 2013 Roth Award for our Hombres Unidos Contra la Violencia Familiar violence
prevention program. Following the award presentation, State Representative Elliott
Naishtat read a resolution from the Texas House of Representatives acknowledging
MCN for its 30 years as an advocate for health justice. The Texas Senate issued a
proclamation signed by state Senator Kirk Watson. Ana DeFrates, the Senator’s health
policy analyst, represented him.

Clinicians, health advocates, community activists and friends shared in the festivities.
They included colleagues from two previous Mary Byron Project award winners — the
Texas Council on Family Violence and SafePlace’s Expect Respect community outreach
program, Congressman Lloyd Doggett’s district staff, People’s Community Clinic
Executive Director Regina Rogoff, staff from the Austin Ventanilla de Salud/Mexican
Consulate, and the Workers Defense Project (which made national headlines in The New
York Times last year for its success in holding construction companies accountable for
paying laborers). Dr. Peta-gay Chen Ledbetter of HOPE Clinic joined us, traveling with
her husband from Houston! We were also very happy to welcome former MCN Austin
staff members Chris Reynolds, Minden Pletsch and Carmen Retzlaff.

Photojournalist Alan Pogue, whose images document the lives of farmworkers and so
many advocates for social justice, documented our celebration with spectacular
professional photos. A collage appears on the next page, along with the Texas House
resolution and Senate proclamation. We took advantage of Alan’s presence to get some
great staff head shots as well.

Del’s son, Sebastian Garcia, coordinated our beverage table. Tacos & Tequila catered
the Open House, offering delicious finger food in the form of quesadillas, grilled steak
and roasted veggie skewers; guacamole; salsas; sweet potato, blue corn and regular
tortilla chips; and warm artichoke dip with pita slices. (Is your mouth watering yet?)

The Open House was more than a celebration. It was an opportunity to reconnect with
allies and colleagues fighting for justice and to strengthen MCN’s network with new
connections to advance our work.



The State of Texas

The Senate of The State of Texas

HHNNTR FROCLANNYION NG, TBS

m, The Genate of the State of Tezan in pleansd ta
facegmian th ant Clinicians Wetwork on the socanion of its
30th anniversary, shich ba being celobrated at an open hauss an
Hay B, FOTAr and

WHEREAS, The Migrast Clinlclons Metwork Is & matlomal
nonpral (1 ofganization devoted to h ly}"! health care providers
d commanit led I(tnm e an:
Provided to mig
organieation wa ised A 100, ‘ IE!I =] ﬂf elinieians
Ehat nddesnaed the lac fnr iGr At -Epecit§€ toRaurcas availabie
to medical ﬂlDl(!lIﬂﬂll!i and

g and trchnicnl aspistanoe offeced by the
Rkt Tl lans Neteoth muppiy Suay of Lhe sipsmsts nasded
to improve care and to increase knowledge aboat and foster
craative molutions te the problema facing thin undesweved
pugal at ien; and

WEIMEAS, Tho netwiek rollem on an meray of esllaborative

rnla\.im-h\[u to Dtnﬂﬂ‘ high-quality wervices to its clientw;

deserving of recognition for its coamitment to

advaTing BUCRar MARLEn CATS FOF WRSTANLR RROSIREIONRE HOW,
snfure, be it

That tha benate of the Stato of Tenas hershy
commund the Wigrdnt. clinfcien Netvork ob 30 yanrs of exempiney
service to migrant workers and the mobile Jlnor and extend
sincere bost wlahes for ¥ celebrat i
and, be It Cissthe

PROCLAINED, 1hat a copy of this Proclamation be prepared for
i aXQARLEAELOn A5 AN exprensiin of antesn Crom Lho Tesas Senat

atmon

(¥
Rrmbei, dunake

Lllegaby ortify that the
skove PROCT enat10n waB adopted, —

Aecretangfor mate

Photos: (I to r): 1) Health Network Staff: Adrian Velasquez, Yamina Gomez, Ricardo Garay, Diana Villegas, Saul Delgado;

2) Adrian Velasquez and Karen Mountain with Engaging Men “Mis Palabras Pueden Causar Dafio A Mi Pareja” poster; 3) Del
Garcia, Adrian Velasquez (holding Roth Award), Marcia Roth, Exec. Director of the Mary Byron Project; 4) State Rep. Elliott
Naishtat with Karen Mountain holding Texas House Resolution; 5) Austin Office Staff; 6) State Rep. Elliott Naishtat gallantly
kissing the hand of Karen Mountain; 7) Del Garcia, Adrian Velasquez, Marcia Roth (presenting Roth Award); Barri Rosenbluth
(SafePlace Expect Respect former Mary Byron Project award winner), Charlotte McCann and Marcia Roth. Photos by Alan

Pogue.
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